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FROM THE EDITOR 
Welcome to the 2018-19 Premier Cricket Season and to Vol 25 of our Association 
Newsletter. Also welcome to 16 new CV Panel Members and to two others who 
are returning after a time away. We hope to bring you brief “Bios” for all of these 
new recruits in the first few issues and in this issue you will be interested to read 
about Andrew Chatten, Mark Harris, Tim Norton, Kim Faulkner and Chaitanya. I 
have received two further “Bios” which will appear in the October issue but for 
any recruits who have not yet sent me a brief outline of yourself in response to 
my email to you, may I urge you to do so in order that the readers of our monthly 

newsletter might learn a little about you. 
As in recent volumes, our President and Vice-President plan to alternate on the “Presidential 
Musings” column and to “start the ball rolling”, our President for the coming year, Alan McCarthy, 
has outlined certain significant developments from your Committee of Management during the off-
season. Also, Umpire & Coach Education Manager, Jason Leonard-Scott will continue his regular 
column and in this first issue he has summarised some of the many changes we shall experience 
this season. 
I draw to your attention the article “The 2019 Crockett Shield Mission Begins”, written to remind all 
readers that Easter, 2019 will be the next Crockett Shield encounter, when the VCAUSA will host 
the SACUSA here in Melbourne. Anyone wanting to enquire about this biennial event should contact 
either the Honorary Secretary, Gerry Schembri who is also the Convener of the Easter 2019 Sub-
Committee, or any other member of that Sub-Committee named in this particular article. 
In this column of the March issue this year, I indicated that, as we had done last year for the first 
issue for last season, I should be pleased to publish holiday articles for those who can afford time 
off to take an “off-season” holiday. Those intrepid travellers, Sandra and Eric Kelly have again sent 
a most interesting article, on their European River Cruise, although it would seem that some parts 
of the famous rivers of Europe are suffering through a lack of water-flow. Also, Eric has sent a 
summary of the annual visit to South-east Asia which several umpires and scorers make in order to 
officiate in the annual Sixes Cricket Carnival in Thailand. Jill and I enjoyed an off-season holiday in 
the Galapagos Islands and parts of South America and we are pleased to share a report on that 
with anyone interested in travelling to that part of the world. 
Should there be any other readers who have enjoyed exciting off-season holidays but who have not 
been motivated to send me a report as yet but would like to do so, I am sure we can find space to 
publish your holiday tales in the coming issues. 
I hope some readers will be interested in the article I have received from our former Umpiring 
Manager, Richard Patterson, in which he has outlined his new role at Cricket Australia. I thank him 
for this article and I am sure we all wish him well for the future. 
I am grateful to our most avid reader Alan McCarthy for his continuing column, Macca’s Book Review 
and this month it is a review of Mitchell Johnson’s book, Resilient. I have already received further 
book reviews from “Macca” but should any other reader be motivated to share some thoughts on 
any book he or she has read, I should be very pleased to publish such a review. 
Finally, let me remind all who officiate in cricket matches regularly, that there are many interesting 
incidents which occur on the cricket field, which are worth sharing with one’s colleagues. So why 
not put “pen to paper, or “fingers to the keyboard”, in order to share such incidents with readers? 

Trevor Finlayson 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT – PRESIDENTIAL MUSINGS 

The wind has howled, we have had rain, hail and snow but spring has arrived 
with new uniforms and a summer of cricket beckons. We congratulate our new 
panel members and wish them well. The Melbourne Cup Day Barbecue will be a 
great opportunity to meet them and their families. 
At our 112th Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, 14th August at the Citipower 
Centre we farewelled John Collins and Andrew Hind from our committee of 
management. John and his wife Suzanne have given fantastic service to the 
VCAUSA over many years and every member owes them a debt of gratitude. 
Andrew shadowed the Treasurer and provided sound advice to the committee.  

Tony Ventura continues as Vice President, Gerry Schembri continues as Secretary and Social Event 
Convenor and Trevor Finlayson will again guard the finances as Treasurer and editor of Law 43. 
The other members of the committee are Dan Bomford, Luke Edwards, John Richards, Damien 
Herft, Rod McKinnon and scorer representative David Meagher. The committee is supported by 
Badges and Accessories Officer, Glenn Cumming, Miscellaneous Appointments Officer, Darrell Holt 
and Historian, Bill Ellemor. Luke and Damien will look after our Social Media and Damien takes our 
photos and will help with Law 43. Tony and John will arrange our social cricket matches.  
At the AGM we bestowed well-deserved Life Membership on former President and current 
Secretary, Gerry Schembri. Gerry and his wife, Sylvie, have been dedicated servants of the 
VCAUSA, particularly in the planning and execution of Easter events.    
Planning for the Crockett Shield and Butler Trophy defence in Melbourne at Easter, 2019 is well 
underway with accommodation and social event options already arranged. As Easter is in late April 
we are working to secure a suitable ground with wet weather options. This season we are planning 
three social cricket matches and restaurant and theatre nights. If a member attended every event, 
then the subsidies provided would cover the cost of membership. 
Over the winter break the committee has liaised with our National Umpiring Panel members, Phil 
Gillespie, Geoff Joshua, John Ward and Shawn Craig to create and implement the CV/VCAUSA 
Scholarship for aspiring, high-performance umpires. Jason Leonard-Scott worked with us to 
determine the criteria for selection which include two years as a VCAUSA member and two years 
on the Premier Cricket Umpires panel. Selection of the inaugural recipient was determined by the 
Umpire and Coach Education Manager and will be announced a SinS. 
During our discussions it was identified that umpires appointed to representative matches at higher 
levels are unlikely to be eligible for many of our umpiring awards presented at the Annual Dinner 
and Presentation night. The committee has instituted the Ray Isherwood Perpetual Trophy to honour 
the representative umpire of the year. The Bomford family has kindly donated a set of mounted 
stumps and bails which will be suitably engraved and displayed. The design of the trophy the winner 
will keep is still to be determined. 
We have also been discussing the implementation of an award for umpires in Women’s Premier 1st 
and 2nd XI’s. The criteria for an award are problematic given the limited number of games that most 
umpires are appointed to in those grades. If any member has ideas, please forward them to the 
Secretary. 
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The next meeting of the Committee of Management is on Tuesday, 2nd October at 7.30 pm. Any 
member is welcome to attend. Just contact Secretary Gerry Schembri and let him know you are 
coming. 
To borrow from John F. Kennedy, “Think not what your association can do for you, think what you 
can do for your association.” 

Alan McCarthy 
----------------------------------------------------- 

MCC COMMITTEE LAUNCHES SURVEY ON TEST CRICKET 

Last January, the Marylebone Cricket Committee’s (MCC) World Cricket Committee (WCC) met in 
Sydney to discuss a number of topics including the future of Test cricket. The committee believes 
the upcoming World Test Championship (WTC) is the key event in helping safeguard the future of 
Test cricket, with other measures recommended for the continued success of the longest form of 
the game. 
However, the group also felt the public had not been consulted sufficiently as to what they would 
like to see from Test cricket and how to encourage future generations through the gates. If Test 
cricket is to survive and flourish as a spectator sport, it needs to adapt to what the fans want.  As a 
result, the MCC has launched a survey to understand better the public's views on Test cricket and 
people around the world have been invited to express their views. 
Apart from basic information about a respondent’s national location, age and sex, the survey starts 
with the basic question: If you could describe Test cricket in one word what would it be?  It goes on 
to ask how interesting Tests rate against other formats of the game, and just what is it that you like 
about Test cricket - is it Tactical, Entertaining, Exciting, Skilful, Traditional, Modern, Social, Relaxing 
or perhaps something else? There are also sections on day-night Tests and the coming WTC and 
how they are both seen.  
There are questions about how often you attend Tests and what would you consider the main 
barriers are to your attending Test matches?: The current best players are not playing Test cricket; 
Too long a day; Poor facilities (seats, toilets, bars etc.); Poor quality pitches; I don't know when Test 
matches are being played near me; No matches in my country; There aren't enough activities for 
my children during the day; Not enough exciting play; Not enough entertainment in ground (music, 
fireworks, mascots etc.); Slow over rates; I'm too busy; Food/drink/merchandise in ground too 
expensive; Poor transport links to grounds; I want to see a result; The price of attending is too high; 
I don't know how I can buy tickets; and Too complicated/confusing. 
The MCC says the results of the survey will be discussed by the WCC and shared with the 
International Cricket Council and National Governing Bodies, and while it does not specifically say 
so, presumably with the wider public. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2530-12766, 4th August, 2018) 
----------------------------------------------------- 

A QUOTABLE QUOTE 

“When I was younger I made it a rule never to take strong drink before lunch. It is now my rule never 
to do so before breakfast.” 

(from The Quotable Winston Churchill - A Collection of Wit and Wisdom ISBN9780-7624-4983-5 
(Running Press, Philadelphia, PA, 2013) p. 50) 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRE & COACH EDUCATION 
MANAGER 

Welcome to season 2018/19. The concept of an off- season just seems to 
diminish every year. With matches held after ANZAC Day, 2018 and again in the 
second week of September, the value of having our own home for cricket is 
clearly evident. 
It hardly seems like the Premier Cricket finals were ending 5½ months ago, but 
onwards we travel! This season promises to throw up all the opportunities of past 
editions, as well as the inevitable unexpected challenges that will arise. The 
structure of Premier Cricket has changed since we last stood in matches. 
Women’s Premier Cricket has been consolidated into First and Second Elevens 
format. Unfortunately, this sees Brighton District, Melton and Coburg returning to 

the Women’s Community Cricket Competition. Women’s Premier Cricket will remain a combination 
of 50/45-over and T/20 matches, as per last season. Gone are T/20 matches for Men’s Seconds, 
Thirds and Fourths. The introduction of a national T/20 competition has led to Cricket Victoria 
creating the SuperSlam for First Eleven. With the added bonus of (relatively) unrestricted free-
agency, this might change the complexion of many teams, all of whom are chasing silverware and 
cash from the national tournament, to be held in Adelaide in March 2019. 
Men’s Third and Fourth elevens will play very little Sunday cricket before finals. The idea of these 
grades becoming solely one-day matches was floated and strongly supported in some quarters, but 
ultimately, the proposal was defeated by the club delegates. 
Eight retirees and eighteen additions add up to an expansion of the Premier Umpires’ Panel to 108 
for this season. This will provide more umpires with the opportunity to participate, grow and move 
through the umpiring pathway. It also allows more coverage of absences and unavailabilities, 
lessening the need for umpires to ‘double up’. 
Fluidity amongst the ‘panels’ will be increased, as will rotations of more experienced umpires to 
lower grades, to work with our emerging umpires. 
We held an extremely positive Mentor discussion session where the whole process was unpacked, 
analysed and suggestions made as to the re-structuring. This is currently ‘under construction’ and 
will be available prior to the season commencing. 
This season, the key themes will be strongly linked to those of Cricket Australia’s umpiring 
department. Namely: 

• Accountability 
• Character 
• Chemistry 
• Coachability 
• Willingness to put the team first 
• Knowledge 
• Decision-making 

We will have a couple of mantras to guide us throughout the season. These will be presented at 
SinS. 
Have a great season and “See them Well” 

Jason Leonard-Scott 
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THE 2019 CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION BEGINS 
With eighteen recruits to the Umpires’ Panel for the coming season and 
possibly new faces appearing in score boxes, it is appropriate for these 
potential VCAUSA members and also for existing members, to mention 
that over the Easter weekend of 2019, (19th – 22nd April) the VCAUSA will 
host our South Australian colleagues, their partners and families for the 
biennial Easter event featuring the Crockett Shield cricket match on 
Easter Saturday and the family day (Easter Sunday) when the Keith Butler 
Trophy will be again competed for.  
While the Victoria vs South Australia Cricket Match between our 
respective Associations has occurred biennially since 1931 (with the 
exception of the WWII years), the name for the match and the coveted 
trophy only date from 19471, most of the statistical records are available 
for all 40 matches played since 19312. The tally for “winners” currently 
stands at Victoria 21, South Australia 18, with there having been one draw, namely the first match 
in 1931, which was played in Carlton, when South Australia declared at 8/125 and Victoria were 
7/111 when stumps had to be drawn, no doubt so that the South Australians would not miss their 
train back to Adelaide. This has been the only draw and of course with the advent on one-day cricket 
rules which now apply, equal scores have not yet been recorded. 
It is interesting to observe the results for “home and away” matches. For matches hosted by the 
South Australians, the tally is South Australia, 12, Victoria, 9, while for matches hosted by the 
Victorians, the results are South Australia, 6, Victoria, 12 (Ref. 2, pp 1-2). So, there is no doubt that 
over the years there has been a “home ground” advantage and for 2019 the VCAUSA is determined 
to keep things this way. 
Hence, during season 2017-18, a Sub-Committee was formed consisting of Gerry Schembri 
(Convener), John Collins, Trevor Finlayson and John Richards who have been planning for the 
Easter 2019 event. With Easter being so late in 2019, finding a turf ground for the all-important 
match has not been simple, given that by Easter all schools with turf facilities will have converted to 

the winter-sport use for those grounds. But 
thanks to the input from President Alan 
McCarthy who in the past has coached 
within the Heinz Southern Districts Cricket 
Club (HCDCC), an excellent turf ground 
and associated Club Rooms, (pictured)  (in 
K.M. Reedy Reserve, Hampton Park) have 
been secured for the match, following a 
meeting involving the Sub-Committee, Alan 
McCarthy, the HSDCC President, Brian 

Milne, and two representatives of the City of Casey Council, Stewart Broussard and Matt 
Soroczynski. What is surprising is that the turf ground (and an adjacent “hard-wicket” ground which 
will serve as a “back-up” in the event of inclement weather) are not used at all during winter. 
1. SA vs Victoria (including the Bob Crockett Memorial Shield) 2013 – History of the Competition 1931 and Counting, 

Pamphlet prepared by Kristen Thomas, 2013. 
2. SACUSA v VCAUSA records of Matches for the R.M. (Bob) Crockett Shield, Eighth edition, 2018, ed. B. Ellemor. 

Ed. 
 

 
The coveted Crockett 

Shield, currently held by 
the VCAUSA 

 
HSDCC Pavilion (Picture 

courtesy of Gerry Schembri) 

 
HSDCC ground and centre 

square (Gerry Schembri picture) 
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MEET THE NEW PANEL MEMBERS 
Andrew Chatten: 
Hello Fellow Members! 
My journey to Premier Cricket has been somewhat “short and sweet”. I have 
always been a sports-minded person growing up, I’ve played soccer, cricket 
and basketball, all at varying levels, in NSW. I previously refereed basketball 
in NSW and Victoria for 22 years and officiated at the State Level in NSW.  
I retired from basketball officiating in 2013 and took up cricket umpiring in 
2014 with the Geelong Cricket Association. I was awarded their “Best First-
Year Umpire” for that season. I moved to the Mornington Peninsula area in 
2017 and joined the Mornington Peninsula Cricket Association in the same 
year. 

Personally, I am engaged and have a 17-month-old daughter (Catherine) who was born on the 
Monday after Cricket Grand Finals. Yeah, timed that well for future birthdays! haha. 
Career Highlights: 
• Total Matches: 102 
• Best First-Year Umpire GCUA 14/15 
• National Cricket Inclusions Championships in Geelong 16/17 and 17/18 
• CV Regional BBL 17/18 
I look forward to meeting you all throughout the season. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Mark (Harry) Harris:  I am one of those people who love sport in general 
and will watch almost any sport that is available. My true passions though 
are Cricket, AFL, Travel and family. Until last year I had been a long-
suffering, Richmond supporter and also a member for over 20 years. I 
played cricket for a couple of cricket clubs in Ballarat before moving to 
NSW at the age of 17 to join the Navy. Whilst in NSW, I played cricket for 
the North Sydney Cricket Club under the Captaincy and Coaching of 
Trevor Chappell and Dave Harding. I also played for the Cammeray CC on 

the north shore. I was lucky enough to be selected in the Australian Combined Services team and 
played against the NSW State side which included Mark Taylor, Darren Berry and Greg Rowell 
before his move to QLD and a number of others including Greg Matthews. After completing my time 
in the Navy, I returned home to Ballarat and played with the Brown Hill CC until I retired at the age 
of 35. I had a 10-year break from sport due to work commitments on weekends and also to raise 
our young family. Once my children reached their senior school years (plus the fact I hate 
gardening), I could then devote the time I felt was needed to return to the game I love as an umpire 
with the BCUA in Ballarat. I have now been umpiring for seven years and have stood in the last four 
1st Grade Grand Finals. I love umpiring and learning from the best at the highest level possible and 
I am very excited this year to be on the Premier Cricket panel. 
I currently hold a number of voluntary positions including Chairman of the local BCA Pennant 
Committee, BCA Board Member and Goal Umpire with the local BFUA. I have been happily married 
to my wife Melissa for 27 years and we are the proud parents of Ben (24) and Emma (23). Ben plays 
in the local competitions for both Cricket and Football and Emma is now a qualified Nurse who has 
no interest in sport.  
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Tim Norton:  I probably spent too many years languishing in the slips in 
suburban cricket when I should have been umpiring. Holding down the 
President’s post at Deepdene Bears CC for many years meant that I had to 
keep propping up the bottom team. My introduction to umpiring was through 
social cricket, so I did the winter course in 2014 and took to the field in the 
Eastern Cricket Association under the tutelage of Dan Bomford. Fortunately, 
I umpired in higher grades than where I played. I was delighted when the 
recently introduced pathway from community cricket umpiring to Premier 
presented the opportunity for me to join your ranks.  
I have three adult sons who have more-or-less left home, leaving me and wife 
Jo with two golden retrievers. They used to accompany me to the cricket club, 

but now it is my routine to take them around the block first thing on Saturdays as my warm up. In 
the winter it is: Footy, Fishing and Fixin’ things. 

---------------------------------------------------- 
Kim Faulkner:  I am a 55-year-old mother of two and I fell in love with 
Cricket when we were being thrashed by the West Indies, learned about it 
from Richie, Bill and Tony and the like. Played mixed indoor cricket in the 
90's with my brother-in-law’s club and when they left to play real cricket we 
missed it. So I started a women's cricket team with all the wives and 
girlfriends of our club and we had a ball, resulting in a premiership one year 
and five children in another year. I was Captain, Wicket Keeper and 
Opening Bat in a team where the most common call for a skied catch was 
"Yours" and laughter was heard nearly as often as "No Ball”. I loved it and 
helped our kids by volunteering in Milo Cricket when that came along. I 

scored in junior cricket occasionally but mostly I love to watch cricket and as my partner, Chris Dey, 
said when he suggested I come out and umpire at square leg, "There's no better place to watch The 
Game from when you can't play anymore." He was right and after a few months his association 
wanted me to be their first female umpire, so I had a go and enjoyed it.  
When I retire from my work in Community Aged Care, I would like to travel Australia, Umpiring in 
partnership with my beloved man. 

----------------------------------------------------- 
Chaitanya Rajhansa:  In the 1990s and early 2000s, almost every kid in 
India including myself wanted to be a Sachin Tendulkar or a Rahul Dravid. 
Club cricket was a reality check and I found out I was only as good as Glenn 
McGrath, as a batsman. Luckily for me, I turned out to be a better table 
tennis player than a cricketer during school and college but was also 
involved with the local cricket club, volunteering in its operational setup. 
After moving to Australia, one of my mates suggested to me to take up 
umpiring and I thoroughly enjoyed my first year as an umpire with the 
Mercantile Cricket Association. I am looking forward to the journey ahead 
with the MCA and CV.  

When I am not umpiring cricket matches or playing table tennis, I work as a Sales Manager for 
Solazone, a renewable energy company. My recently retired parents like to travel and rarely talk 
cricket but my nephew, on the other hand, can’t stop talking about it! When I can, I help a friend of 
mine who organizes cycling events in and around Melbourne, which is always fun as it helps me 
explore some of the beautiful towns in regional Victoria. 
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SIXES CRICKET IN THAILAND 
Umpires Darrell Holt, John Collins, Gerry Schembri, Eric Kelly (Cricket Victoria) and Mike Slattery 
(Eastern Suburbs Cricket Association) and their wives Heather, Suzanne, Sylvie, Sandra and 
Barbara, respectively, plus umpire Barry Anderson from Canberra, along with scorers Mike 
Ringham, Jim Hamilton and Dennis Rice 
(Monash Tigers) went on a Sixes cricket trip 
to Hua Hin in Thailand in April. 
Some of us had a week to acclimatize to the 
hot and humid conditions, staying in the 
Hilton hotel right on the beach with a great 
pool and lovely gardens. We went to different 
eateries each evening trying the different 
cuisine, having a good meal and drinks for as 
little as $10 for two people (quite cheap).  
During the day we relaxed with a couple of 
trips of sightseeing around the area or 
shopping and swimming in the pool or the 
ocean. 
We then transferred to the Dusit Thani Resort 
just out of Hua Hin, where they have their own 
cricket ground with a synthetic pitch, for the 
Sixes competition. The tournament was 
played over six days with about 25 different 
teams taking part. There were three grades, with 
players of all ages competing for:  
The Cup: (open to any age) There were only four 

teams, two from Melbourne, one from 
Western Australia and one from Thailand. 

Masters: (open to teams where all players are over 
35) There were 10 teams from Western 
Australia, Victoria, Thailand, Bangladesh 
and Hong Kong. 

Veterans: (here players must be over 60, except for the women’s team) Again 10 teams from Hong 
Kong, Thailand, Western Australia and Victoria. Two current Australian women players 
were involved as part of the Melbourne Ladies team. 

Several of the players have competed at the highest level of cricket for their various countries.  
Each team consists of only six players with the keeper being the only one not to bowl. Each player 
must bowl one over and the last batter “gets his tucker”. (This only happened once in all of the 
games.) 
Each day, play started at 8:30 am and finished around 5:30 pm, with about 14 matches played in a 
day. On average, each match lasted about 40 minutes. As an umpire in these matches, it was for 
us to keep the game moving, so the bowlers all bowled from one end. Fielding was quite hard for 
some of the teams, remembering there are only six fielders on the field instead of the usual 11, so 
each fielder had to cover a lot of territory. 

 
Match Officials for the Six’s Carnival, (L → R): John Collins, 
Mike Slattery, Gerry Schembri, Darrell Holt, Eric Kelly, Mike 
Ringham, Denis Rice, Jim Hamilton and Barry Anderson. 
(Picture courtesy of Gerry Schembri) 

 
Cricket arena at Dusit Thani Resort, Hua Hin. 
(Picture courtesy of Gerry Schembri) 
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With one day washed out (the first time in the 23-year history of the tournament) the following days 
started earlier and finished later to get all matches played in the very humid and hot conditions. 
Water was frequently guzzled by the players and umpires when they left the field. 

Many sixes were hit and a lot of boundaries as the 
batsmen usually out-did the fielders/bowlers. 
In one match 85 runs were scored by the first team (off 
five overs) with the second team reaching 79 off their five 
overs. There were several games that came down to the 
last ball, but the most important thing was that, even 
though there were many aches and pains, cricket won 
out. 
The scorers were kept really busy with one match after 
another all day. 
The Dusit Thani Resort is a really fantastic place with the 
pool and the ocean for everyone to relax in, while being 
extremely comfortable (when not playing). The women 

and children had a great time as well.  
With the finals being played on the last day, several different looking 
teams took part, (same teams, more intense) ensuring a high standard of 
play to round out the tournament.  

Both welcome and farewell dinners were held 
for all participants and their families in the resort, 
with laughter and frivolity enjoyed on both 
occasions by all. Many players return each year, 
so it was great to see them enjoying one 
another’s company again. 
The winners of each division were presented 
with their trophies along with batting, bowling 
and fielding trophies. 
After the tournament, some of us then went on 
a trip to Malaya by train. This was a trip of 16 
hours to the Thai – Malay border, then another 
two-hour trip to Penang Island where we enjoyed 
a few days relaxation. Different places were 
visited and many a swim in the hotel pool was 

enjoyed along with drinks, to relax after the heat and humidity of the day. 
All but I went to the Penang CC for drinks on the first night there. I had 
been ill during the train trip down, so didn’t attend for drinks and the 
seafood dinner later. 
Kuala Lumpur was next, (a further four hours away by train) and we 
enjoyed several lazy days in this city with tours of the Petronis Twin 
Towers and the Batu Caves, followed by a dinner at The Royal Selangor Club where we mixed with 
local players and officials. It was quite easy getting around in KL as we had both a train and a 
monorail within five minutes walk of our hotel. A great place to visit and a really enjoyable experience 
(especially for us newbies). 

Eric Kelly 

 
The busy scorers at the Six’s Carnival. (Picture 
courtesy of Gerry Schembri) 

 
Giant statue at the Batu 

Caves, KL. (Picture 
courtesy of Darrell Holt) 

 
The Royal Selangor 

Cricket Club, KL. (Picture 
courtesy of Darrell Holt) 

 
Royal Selangor Pewter 
Factory symbol. (Picture 
courtesy of Darrell Holt) 
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 OFF-SEASON TOUR HOLIDAY – THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS AND 
“SOUTH AMERICAN EXPLORER” 

The good thing for someone with no interest in AFL Football is the benefit to take off on a major 
holiday in the “cricket off-season.” This is precisely what Jill and I did from 30th April to 4th June this 
year. For some time, the Galapagos Islands had been on our “tourist agenda” and we were fortunate 
to be able to couple together a trip on a relatively small ship, Coral I, visiting various parts of the 
Galapagos, with an extensive tour with the Australian company, Bunnik Tours, which took us to 
much of Peru, and parts of Brazil and Argentina. 
A long first day of international flights from Melbourne via Auckland to Lima where we arrived late 
at night and were booked overnight into a hotel adjacent to the Airport. This provided our first 
introduction to the Peruvian Pisco Sour which is offered by most hotels in Peru as a welcoming drink 
and for which one quickly acquires a taste! An early morning departure to Guayaquil in Ecuador 
followed, where we spent a day which included a briefing in our hotel on our pending trip to the 
Galapagos. From Guayaquil it is a short flight to the Baltra Island Airport. The welcome to the 
Galapagos by the National Park Guides began immediately at the 
Airport from where we were bussed to the Island port and zodiaced to 
our ship, Coral I.  
Our first port of call that afternoon was on Santa Cruz Island with a bus 
trip to a formerly private property, now considered part of the National 
Park, to view the well-known giant tortoises. One of the most common 
trees on the farm area was the guava, the fruit of which I have not seen 
so prolific since my childhood, growing up in the tropics.  It was still as 
tasty as I remember it to be and the giant tortoises find it similarly tasty.  
Bearing in mind the feeding habit of the giant tortoise, it was not difficult 
to understand why the guava trees were so plentiful! 

During the night the Coral I travelled 
on to Vincente Roca Point on 
Isabella Island where our morning 
zodiac activity was a close study of 
the geology and fauna along the 
point. From there in the afternoon 
we moved on to anchor near 
Espinosa Point on Fermandina 
Island, separated from Isabella 
Island by the Bolivar Channel, one 

of the deepest and most active locations, geologically in the 
Galapagos. The afternoon hike around the point across volcanic rock 
deposit was highlighted by the huge population of Sea Iguanas 
basking in the sun after feeding at sea during the early morning. 
Again during the night the Coral I motored on and by the next morning 
we had anchored in Urbina Bay, for a wet landing and a hike to view 
the wildlife, in particular, the colourful land iguana. Another hike in the 
afternoon took us to a view across a most interesting lake with a salt 
content of ~78% which was created by volcanic activity but is now 
connected to the surrounding ocean osmotically. As with most hikes, 

 
The race is on!” 

 
Sea Iguanas on the volvanic 

Espinosa Point 

 
Overlooking the Salt Lake 

above Tagus Cove,  
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the birds could be seen and heard in abundance although the famous Darwin finch proved to be 
difficult to photograph. 
At the end of a most enjoyable few days cruising and hiking in the 
Galapagos National Park, we returned by air to Guayaquil and then 
to Lima, to join our tour, “South American Explorer.” Much of our time 
on the tour was spent in Peru, a truly fascinating country where there 
is just so much to see, ranging from the depths of the Colca Canyon, 
home of the famous Condor, to the heights around Cusco where one 
is constantly warned about altitude sickness, our highest spot being a 
viewing point at 4,800 metres to admire the surrounding volcanoes, 
one of which had been smoking for 
the past three years. Then there 

was the Inca, constructional-engineering genius as evidenced by 
Machu Picchu, for example. Every tour guide we met had a 
speculation as to how the Incas achieved such constructions but 
given that the race had no written language, no-one really knows. 
Not only were the Incas brilliant constructional engineers, but 
they were deeply religious people, based on their worship of the 
Sun, the Moon, the Stars, etc. We found it most interesting to 
observe the manner in which the Spanish, despite being colonial 
conquerors of much of South America, embraced aspects of the 
Inca religious traditions to marry them with European colonial 
Catholicism, as evidenced in the artefacts to be observed in many village churches throughout Peru. 

Another interesting stopover was in Puno to enable us to take a 
small ship on Lake Titicaca, the highest lake in the world, and the 
home of the “floating islands.” It was difficult to imagine that on the 
opposite shoreline of this peaceful place one would find oneself in 
Bolivia, said to be the most rebellious country in South America. In 
a way it seemed sad to depart 
Peru and to travel on to 
Iguassu in Brazil to visit the 
famous Iguassu Falls, firstly 
from both the Brazilian side 
(where we were 

accommodated in the most luxurious Belmont Hotel, the only 
one inside the Iguassu Falls National Park) and secondly from 
the Argentinian side. These two views provide vast contrast to 
the world’s largest waterfalls. 
From Iguassu the time had come to enjoy some of the urban life of South America, firstly via a 
couple of days in Rio de Janeiro with its heights and populated beaches and then Buenos Aeries 
where for me the most memorable aspect was to learn more than I knew before about the famous 
Eva Peron. But we did enjoy visits to the Bocca suburban section of the city, home of the Tango and 
also to the delta region where life next to the rising and falling river, must have its occasional 
hazards. 
But after five most enjoyable weeks of touring, it was, as usual, good to return home. But if a tour to 
South America is on the international “bucket list” for any Law 43 reader, may we thoroughly 
recommend. 

Jill and Trevor Finlayson 

 
A giant Condor drifts up in the 
therrmals above Colca Canyon 

 
The common tour-group photograph 

spot on Machu Piccu, the largest 
stone in the construction 

 
Village people describe life on a 

floating island, Lake Titicaca 

 
The Devil’s Throat, Iguassu Falls. 
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          CRICKET AUSTRALIA UMPIRE EDUCATION MANAGER.  
WHAT IS MY JOB? 

(While chatting with Richard as we watched play at the Junction Oval during the 1st XI, 2017-18 Grand Final (Dandenong 
vs Fitzroy Doncaster), I put the above question to him.  The following short article is his response which I felt some 
readers would find of interest.  

Ed.) 
 
I am essentially responsible for two areas within Cricket Australia: 
• Development of education materials for cricket’s match officials; and 
• Leading national umpire promotion and recruitment initiatives 
I work with the State Umpiring Managers to produce training materials and 
accreditation programs to support and educate community-level umpires and 
scorers. The role also oversees marketing and engagement activities to improve 
the recruitment and retention efforts for new officials and to ensure that cricket 
can continue to meet the growing needs of the game. 
So how do I do this? 
 I manage the Community and Representative umpire accreditation programs by: 

o Developing and delivering the course content 
o Defining the accreditation and reaccreditation processes 

 Develop umpire training materials that meet the needs of the modern game 
 Coordinate and deliver the umpire professional development program at selected National 

Underage Championships 
 Develop scorer training materials and programs 
 Lead the umpire recruitment and retention approach nationally to: 

o Produce effective marketing and promotional campaigns 
o Ensure engagement processes are welcoming, supportive and effective 
o Retain current officials in the game  
o Increase the number of accredited umpires 

Currently, I am involved in reviewing and refreshing our current advertising and recruitment 
campaigns and have three major goals over the next two to three years, which are: 
• Increase female participation in umpiring; 
• Increase participation in the 20 – 35 age group; and 
• Increase participation in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 
Another project I am working on is a Recruitment/Onboarding/Retention toolkit for local umpiring 
associations. Within the toolkit will be strategies and standardised advertising material (e.g., 
newspaper ads) which associations can use for the recruitment of umpires within their regions. I am 
looking at a National approach with local implementation. 
On top of these projects I have the pleasure of updating all the Playing Conditions for Cricket 
Australia competitions ranging from Sheffield Shield to Female U15 matches. I have the opportunity 
to assist in the recruitment and training of umpires throughout Australia and I find it an enjoyable 
role. 
I hope that the work I am doing will not only assist current umpires but those who wish to take up 
our craft in the future. 

Richard Patterson 
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EUROPEAN RIVER CRUISE – IN THE OFF-SEASON 
(JULY/AUGUST, 2018) 

We left cold, wet, windy Melbourne in mid-July to enjoy the warm weather of the Northern 
Hemisphere on a River Cruise with APT. We were not disappointed with the weather when we 
arrived in sunny Budapest (Hungary) with the temperature in the mid-30’s. We had three lovely days, 
walking around this fascinating city, with little changing since we last walked these streets in 1970. 
The main difference was that the people are a lot freer than the days behind the Iron Curtain under 
Russian rule. Tourists can now come and go as they 
please, instead of having to purchase monetary vouchers 
that had to be spent. With places such as the Parliament 
building, Jewish Synagogue, Shoe Memorial, Matthius 
Church, Fisherman’s Bastion, and many other places of 
interest to be visited, we had our work cut out. 
Did you know that north of the river Danube, there was a 
place called Buda, south of the river, a place called Pesht 
and a third area known as Old Town, all three of which 
joined together to become Budapest in 1873.  

A wonderful time was had by us here prior to boarding our river 
cruise boat, the AmaBella, for the 14-day cruise along the Danube, 
Main and Rhine rivers, to our destination in Amsterdam 
(Nederlands). Our journey was to travel to the countries of Austria 
and Germany before reaching Amsterdam, with 13 stops along the 
way. The river was low, so the boat had to travel a bit more slowly 
than usual, but we still scrapped the bottom on several occasions 
as we travelled toward Vienna (Austria). 
Many places of interest were on the tour, such as walks around 
the different places we visited. Vienna was a special occasion as 

we were taken to Liechtenstein Palace to be welcomed by Champagne, and orange juice, before a 
classical concert performed just for us. This was quite spectacular with singers and musicians 
contributing to the wonderful evening of Beethoven, Strauss, etc. 
Sandra celebrated her birthday on the day we drove to Bratislava in the rain, and saw this lovely city 
under dark clouds. It was then off to the dentist for Sandra to get a filling, after the previous one fell 
out a couple of days previously. About €250 (A$380) - all good though! 
Durnstein was a nice small town along the river with buildings dating back to the 13th century. This 
is the place where Leopold V held Richard the Lionheart captive way back in 1192, history tells us. 
Richard’s minstrel went from castle to castle, playing his favourite 
tunes until he found him here. The castle was destroyed by the 
Swedes in 1645, but can still be seen today on the hill. 
I was able to go for a 32 km bike ride to Melk with 17 others and two 
guides along the bank of the river. This took us about 3.5 hours but 
included waiting for several slow riders, ferry crossing and tree felling. 
(This stopped us for 25 minutes in one spot!) It was a beautiful ride 
with lovely scenery along the way. Sandra went to the Melk Abbey 
for a tour instead. This was also the time we found out that the river 

 
Parliament House, Budapest 

 
The AmaBella, cruising on the 

Danube 
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water was even lower further up, and we would be changing boats in a couple of days’ time, via a 
bus ride. 
We had a really enjoyable day’s ride to Salzburg in a vintage Majestic 
Imperator Train. This was booked out by APT and had five quite old 
carriages for us to enjoy, one being the carriage the rulers of Austria 
travelled in. Champagne, orange juice and lovely little cakes were 
served to us en-route. 
We visited so many different places here on our walking tour through 
this old city - Churches, Cathedrals, Government Buildings, Mozart’s 
birthplace, and, most importantly, Maria’s Church from the “Sound of 
Music”  
The train then took us back to the boat at Passau, so we did a big triangle as the boat continued 
along the river. A visit to Passau was the way to go today, as we learnt more about these towns and 

the confluence of the three rivers, the Danube, Inn and Ilz. The town has 
been destroyed by fire twice and devastated by flood as recently as 2013. 
While in Passau, we were amongst 1000 other people to hear a recital by 
the organist of the Largest Cathedral Pipe Organ in the world. It was only 
for about 30 minutes but the range of sounds from these pipes was 
phenomenal. As the boat was staying docked until evening, Sandra went 
back into town while I took a bike and did a leisurely 25 km ride along the 
river to the small town of Pyrawang and back. 
We celebrated our 49th wedding anniversary at 
this time, in the specialty dining room, with set 
entrée, soup, sweets with the choice of two 
mains. We also heard from the guest singer on 
board (Brian Reed), an Australian, who 
performed rock and roll. He was very good, and 
most stayed till the end. 
(We received word that our God Daughter gave 

birth to a little girl, Ebony, on our Anniversary!) 
We then travelled 272 km from Passau to Nurnberg by bus to pass the 
shallow waters in the Mine River. With 68 locks along this river, we 
bypassed about 28 of them, and when we got to Nurnberg, we 
experienced one heck of a storm. It bucketed down for an hour, so 
sightseeing was curtailed for us all during free time and lunch. A walking group went on a different 
bus as we journeyed through the countryside where a canal was started to be built in the late 13th 
century, but was abandoned. It was eventually built in the 1800s with 150 locks over the 172 km 
length, but the canal was short lived, as rail transport took over and reduced the travel time 
drastically. 
We arrived at our new boat – AmaVerde which was a sister ship to the one we left. It was a very 
easy changeover for the group from one boat to the other.  
We then visited Bamberg, but being a Saturday there were few people about (mainly tourists). 
Bamberg was virtually untouched by bombing during WWII, so the place is as it has been for 
hundreds of years. An unusual tribute to the people who perished during the war, were brass plates 
placed among the cobblestones of the roads outside the doors of the houses of those people – a 
most unusual tribute. The Town Hall was built on a man-made Island in the middle of the river so as 
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to avoid a tax by the owner of the town during the 1200s (and 
completed 200 years later). Some breweries were started in the 
1400s and are still in operation today. 
The Main – Danube Waterway was built to join the rivers Danube and 
Rhine, so that traffic could sail continuously along the waterways 
through Europe. A bus ride to Rothenberg for another short tour of 
this beautiful place, with a walk around the city wall including the 
Kriminal Museum with its torture implements on display 

Miltenberg was not bombed during the war so a lot of the buildings 
date back to the 14th and 15th centuries, and were in great condition. 
We tried several different delicacies of meat, bread, chocolate and 
schnapps (20% proof) in the cellar built in the 13th century (18° inside 
the 100 metre long cellar with 37° outside). 
As we had been delayed yet again by lock malfunction, we only had a 
short stop in Rudesheim, where we went to Siegfried’s Musical 
Museum where 100s of mechanical musical instruments have been restored and some were being 
played for us. 
We also visited the Namedy Castle where we met the Princess Heide von Hotenzollern. We had 
dinner with her and the grounds and rooms were available for us to visit at will. The castle was built 
in the 1700s and has been lived in continuously since. 

The last bike ride was to be a 17 km one but with the low water, the 
boat could not dock, so the ride increased to 40 km. This dissuaded 
many riders, so we only had a small group of six plus our guides as 
we rode from Bonn to Köln. Again an easy ride along the river, then 
via small villages and open fields with the only problem being the 
37° temperature as we rode. 
Amsterdam was our last port of call and we overnighted and went 
for a walk around the dock area with the smell coming from the 
coffee shops (ha ha) being quite aromatic. A one-hour bus ride to 

the Zaane Schans, which is a working community with windmills, cheese and clog making all on 
show, was our last excursion of the tour. 

A wonderful experience to see such fantastic places and scenery 
throughout this area of Europe. After a week in England staying with 
my penfriend of 58 years, visiting Buckingham Palace and other 
places of interest like a Gin Distillery, we returned home via Malacca 
in Malaysia. The lowest day-time temperature experienced during 
the four weeks overseas was 28°, with the highest being 38° and 
only one day of rain. 
A great time, with us coming back with nice tans (not all over!) 

Sandra & Eric Kelly 
----------------------------------------------------- 

A MOST TOPICAL QUOTABLE QUOTE! 
“Headmasters have powers at their disposal with which Prime Ministers have never yet been 
invested.” 

(from The Quotable Winston Churchill - A Collection of Wit and Wisdom ISBN9780-7624-4983-5 
(Running Press, Philadelphia, PA, 2013) p. 38) 
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MACCA’S BOOK REVIEW 
Resilient – Mitchell Johnson (Harper Collins, Sydney, 2016) ISBN 978 0 7333 3404 7 
It is the First Test in Brisbane; Ryan Harris has just bowled the first over after Australia were 
dismissed for 295.  Mitchell Johnson is at the top of his mark thinking it is his chance to change 
everything – to gain redemption.  “If only I could calm down and breathe!”  Michael Clarke’s plan is 
simple, bowl fast in short spells.  Push them back, then hit them with a ball full and swinging in.  After 
breaking down in South Africa Johnson has only played four Tests.  He is reminded of Dennis Lillee’s 
mantra – TUFF – Tall, Upright, Front arm, Follow Through.  Every stray ball is pounced on by the 
Barmy Army who have paid good money for the airfare, accommodation and the drinks.  Their help 
for the Australian economy is not soothing the Australian fast bowler.  Cook is caught behind off 
Harris and Jonathon Trott comes in at Number 3.  One minute to the lunch break and Johnson 
remembers Lillee’s advice when he was a teenager at a fast bowling academy at Chennai, “Bowl a 
bumper!” 
The ball is not a good one, drifts to leg, but Trott gets inside it and edges to Haddin.  Aleem Dar 
raises the finger and the end of Trott’s career has begun.  The redemption of one player and the 
end of another.  Cricket can be a liberating and a cruel game simultaneously.  England are bowled 
out for 136 and have lost 6/9.  Mitchell Johnson takes four wickets and is redeemed. 
A Townsville boy, Johnson had surgery on his stomach as an infant and grew up in an impoverished, 
single-parent family.  Anxiety became a constant in Johnson’s life.  As a schoolboy he became a 
talented tennis player but didn’t have the temperament to go further.  He took to cricket slowly, 
playing with friends behind his local high school.  The local team saw something in him and 
encouraged him to play, helping him with equipment, fees, clothing and transport.  Something junior 
coaches have been doing for years.  His local club saw an advertisement for a pace bowling 
academy in Brisbane run by Dennis Lillee.  They scraped up the money for Johnson to go.  In April, 
1999 he was on a plane for the first time in his life at 18 years old. 
At the trials he met Dennis Lillee and bowled at 130 km/h.  Lillee asked him to join the Cricket 
Academy in Adelaide in two days’ time after telling Rod Marsh that he had found a “once in a 
generation bowler” after seeing only three balls that Johnson bowled.  A short time later Johnson 
was on an Under-19 trip to England.  Mitchell was always a sling bowler with a low arm action but 
as he learnt to take care of his body, his action and his mind, he became an Australian strike bowler 
as fast as Brett Lee and as a left-armer, even more dangerous to right-handed batsmen. 
Lillee records his TUFF mantra as – Target, Upright, Front arm straight up, Follow through.  Lillee 
believes that, “Once you understand the mechanics of how an action works, you realise one part is 
just a component of the whole deal.”   

Alan McCarthy 
---------------------------------------------------- 

ISLAND CLUB OFFERS FREE FERRYY RIDES, ‘REFRESHMENTS’ TO PLAYERS 

French Island, Victoria’s “overseas’’ cricket club which plays in the Mornington Peninsula Cricket 
Association (MPCA) south-east of Melbourne, is offering free ferry rides and after-stumps 
“refreshments’’ to prospective recruits as it battles for survival. The 120-year-old club says it has no 
more than half a side, and desperately needs players to continue in the Mornington Peninsula 
Cricket Association.         (continued on page 19) 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/SOH0CROAEns4VRVRtN0TK5?domain=google.com
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VCAUSA ITEMS FOR SALE 
VCAUSA Jackets as shown in the picture, were introduced recently. They 
proved to be quite popular and following a second order a few remain at the 
original price of $55.00. If you are interested in purchasing a jacket or any of 
the other items listed below, please contact Glenn Cumming.  
(glenn.cumming@gmail.com.) 
Embroidered, new style, polo shirts.  Made from 100% lightweight 
polyester, they are now available for purchase in sizes S, M, L, XL and 
XXL.  The member cost is only $35. 
Association Ties $25 
Association Caps $15 
VCAUSA Socks $1.00 per pair 
      (Black cotton socks with the VCAUSA logo embroidered in white on each sock). 
Cream Jumpers  $1.00 each 

(100% wool with the VCAUA/VCAUSA logo embroidered on the left breast) 

Chambray Shirts $1.00 each 
 (100% cotton casual chambray shirts, long sleeved with the VCAUSA logo embroidered on pocket) 

“Well Aged” Vintage Port $5/bottle 

------------------------------------------------------ 

ISLAND CLUB OFFERS (CONT’D FROM PAGE 19) 

Captain Matthew Spark said the club was on an "isolated island", that has around 60 permanent 
residents, but is proud of its cricketing history. Until a few years ago it fielded two teams, but last 
season it struggled for players and Spark said that without juniors and an influx of newcomers, the 
situation ahead of 2018-19 season was much the same. 
In an effort to attract players it is offering: free membership; a seat at its “famous’’ afternoon tea; 
free playing shirts; performance-based incentives; covering ferry travel costs for the one-hour 
journey from the mainland to the island and back; and supplying “refreshments’’ - the choice of beer 
or soft drink - at stumps each week at home games. 
Sparks, who lives on the mainland, works on the island and has been playing for the club for almost 
20 years. “We’ve had two sides up until around three or four years ago”, he said. “Last season we 
managed to field a side every week - we didn’t have to forfeit, put it that way - but we had a lot of 
fill-ins, a lot of non-regular players, just making up the numbers. We probably had about seven 
regulars every week. For the season coming up, I’d say we’d have half a side. The most important 
thing is not keeping going for the half-dozen blokes who want to play cricket, it’s the tradition of the 
club. It’s 120 years old this year”. 
The club trains at Hastings on the mainland on Thursday nights to accommodate players who aren’t 
on the island. Sparks said the Island ground - with a pavilion, training net and synthetic wicket - was 
in good order and that the club’s afternoon tea was “famous’’ for its array of cakes. French Island 
won the MPCA’s A1 grade premiership in 2012, part of a golden run of four flags in five years. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 2561-12901, 4th September, 2018) 
 

 

mailto:glenn.cumming@gmail.com
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 
The ongoing VCAUSA calendar for 2018-19, as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 

Date Activity Notes 
Saturday, 15 September, 
2018; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm  

SINS at CV CityPower 
Centre, St Kilda 

New Panel members only 

Sunday, 16 September, 
2018; 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

SINS at CV CityPower 
Centre, St Kilda 

All CV Panel Umpires 

Tuesday, 2 October, 2018, 
7:30 pm 

CoM Meeting 6 Mary Street, Hampton Park 

Tuesday, 16 October, 
2018, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 6 November, 
2018 

CUP Day BBQ, 12:00 noon 
– “stumps” 

Carlton Cricket Club, Royal 
Parade, Carlton 

Thursday, 22 November, 
2018, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Sunday, 25 November, 
2018 

Social Cricket Match, 
VCAUSA vs ACS 

Venue to be confirmed 

Tuesday, 4 December, 
2018, 7:30 pm 

CoM Meeting Venue to be confirmed 

Sunday, 9 December, 2018 VCAUSA Family Christmas 
Function 

Details to be confirmed 

Thursday, 13 December, 
2018, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Wednesday, 16 January, 
2019 

Tram Restaurant Night Details TBA 

Tuesday, 22 January, 
2019, 7:30 pm  

CoM Meeting  Venue to be confirmed 

Thursday, 24 January, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

VCAUSA BBQ at 6:00 pm 
& CV T&D at 7:00 pm 

CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda  

Tuesday, 19 February, 
2019, 7:00 pm 

CV T&D CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 5 March, 2019, 
7:00 pm 

CV T&D (Finals Umpires 
only) 

CV CityPower Centre, St Kilda 

Tuesday, 12 March, 2019, 
7:30 pm 

CoM Meeting Venue to be confirmed 

Monday, 11 March, 2019 
(Labour Day) 

Social Cricket Match VCAUSA vs Mount Waverley 
Vets 

19 – 22 April, 2019 Easter Exchange with 
SACUSA, Melbourne 

Includes Crockett Shield Match 
(Saturday) and Butler Trophy 
(Sunday) 

Friday, 17 May, 2019 VCAUSA Annual Dinner & 
Presentation Night 

Venuto Club, Bulleen 

 


